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Abstract

This study aims to examine the economic impact of Chinese tourists in Thailand

during 2018-2023 which is measured by 3 indicators, including total output value, GDP
value and total employment. The economic impact in this study is divided into 3 parts,
including direct impact, indirect impact and induced impact. After analyzing expenditure
of Chinese tourists by employing tourism input-output table of Thailand, the findings
reveal that the economic impact of Chinese tourists peaked in 2019 when Thailand
welcomed more than 11 million Chinese tourists, with the total output and GDP value
reaching 841,475.62 and 462,831.87 million baht, respectively, leading to 787,627 jobs.
Nevertheless, COVID-19, which began in 2020, caused the number of Chinese tourists to
drop sharply, leading to a decline in total output and GDP value from the total impact to
15,291.05 and 7,437.76 million baht, respectively, and a reduction in employment to
12,222 jobs in 2021. Situation regarding tourism of Chinese tourists partially recovered in
2023, when total output and GDP value from the total impact increased to 317,320.88 and
163,031.51 million baht, respectively, while the employment rose to 282,106 jobs.
However, these figures remain far lower than those of 2019, indicating that the measures
to promote Chinese tourism are still highly necessary.

Keywords: Economic Impact, Chinese Tourists, Tourism Input-Output Table
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